We have determined biochemical characteristics of three strains of Staphylococcus pulvereri, obtained from the Czech Collection of Microorganisms, Brno, Czech Republic : strain A1 = CCM 448 IT = NT 21 5T, strain B = CCM 4482 = NT 322 ; and from the American Type Culture Collection, Rockville, MD, USA: strain A2T = ATCC 51698T = PSM 2443T = NT 215T and strain C = ATCC 51699 = PSM 2458. The type strain Staphylococcus vitulus (strain SVIT = ATCC 51145T = CCM 4511T) was used for comparison.
The characteristics were assayed using the conventional tube method (Kloos & Bannerman, 1995) , the Czech kit STAPHYtest 16 (LACHEMA Brno, Czech Republic) and the ID 32 STAPH kit (bioMkrieux).
We have found many differences between our results and the characteristics, described for the species of S. pulvereri in the IJSB (Zakrzewska-Czerwinska et al., 1995) (Table 1 ). Both isolates of the type strain (AIT from CCM, and A2T from ATCC) have shown identical reactions ; therefore only characteristics of strain AIT are given in Table 1 . Unfortunately, we have not found any relationship between the original no. 'NT' and that strain no. ATCC 51699 (strain C). Practically all characteristics of these strains of S. pulvereri are in conformity with those described for the species S . vitulus (Webster et al., 1994) , including the positive oxidase test, Latex detection of clumpingfactor by Pastorex Staph Plus (Sanofi Diagnostics Pasteur) and Staphaurex Plus* (Murex), and the negative alkaline phosphatase test.
In our opinion this topic needs further phylogenetic studies such as fingerprinting, DNA hybridization and 16s rDNA analysis. However, based on the phenotypical characteristics of the three strains of S. pulvereri from CCM and ATCC (including the type strain), we suppose that these strains actually belong to the species S. vitulus.
These data were presented on poster P26 at the 8th International Symposium on Staphylococci and Staphylococcal Infections in Aix-les-Bains (France, JunG 1996). Table 7 . Relevant results obtained with three strains of S. pulvereri AIT, B and C, and type strain 5. vitulus WIT from CCM and ATCC compared with characteristics described in the IJSB ?Percentage of strains that were positive; data from Webster et al. (1994) . $ Number of strains positive/number of strains tested.
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